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A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT relating to minimum standards for cesspools;
amending Section 1 and Subsection (b), Section
5, Chapter 178, Acts of the 49th Legislature,
1945; and declaring an emergency.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1, Section 1, Chapter 178, Acts of the L49th Legis-
lature, 1945 (Section 1, Article 4477-1, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes) is amended to read as follows:

"Section 1. (a) The following terms wherever found in
this Act, unless otherwise defined, shall be understood to mean:

(b) Approved Privy: Any unit for the disposal of human
excreta constructed and maintained in conformity with the specifi-
cations of the State Department of Health.

(c) Common Carrier: Any licensed firm, corporation or
establishment which solicits and operates public freight or passen-
ger transportation service. The term "Common Carrier" shall also
include any vehicle employed in such transportation service.

(d) Common Drinking Cup: Any receptacle used for serv-
ing water or other beverage to two or more persons in any public
place or any establishment catering to the public; provided this
term shall not apply to receptacles properly washed and sterilized
after such service.

(e) Drinking Water: All water distributed by any agency
or individual, public or private, for the purpose of human con-
sumption or which may be used in the preparation of foods or bev-
erages for the cleansing of any utensil or article used in the
course of preparation or consumption of food or beverages for
human beings. The term "Drinking Water" shall also include all
water supplied for human consumption or used by any institution

catering to the public.



(f) Human Excreta: The urinary and bowel discharges
of any human being. |

(g) Nuisance: Any object, place or condition which
constitutes a possible and probable medium of transmission of dis-
ease to or between human beings or any other object, place or
condition which may be specifically declared by this Act to be
a nuisance.

(h) Public Health Engineer: Any engineer who has been
duly licensed to practice as a registered professional engineer
and who is further versed in the sciences of water purification,
sewage, treatment, and in the public health principles of con-
ditioning the environment.

(1) Sanitarian: Any trained worker who has a practical
knowledge of sanitation as it pertains to disease control.

(j) Sanitary: Any condition of good order and cleanli-
ness which precludes the probability of disease transmission.

(k) Septic Tank: Any covered water-tight tank, designed
for the treatment of sewage.

(1) Sewerage Plant Operator: Any person, trained in
the collection, treatment, or disposal of sewage who has a prac-
tical working knowledge of the mechanics, maintenance and operat-
ing principles of the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage.

(m) Swimming Pool: Any body of water maintained expressly
for public recreational purposes, swimming and similar acquatic
sports.

(n) Toilet: The hopper device for the deposit and
discharge of human excreta into a water carriage system.

(o) Tourist Court: Any camping place or group of two
or more mobile or permanent housing units operated as rental
property for the use of transient trade or any or all trailer
units housing human beings.

(p) Water Plant Operator: Any person trained in the



purification or distribution of a public water supply who has

a practical working knowledge of the chemistry and bacteriology
essential to the practical mechanics of water purification and
who is capable of conducting and maintaining the purification
processes in an efficient manner.

(q) Water Supply: Any source or reservoir of water
distributed té and used for human consumption.

(r) Cesspool: An artificial excavation or opening .
into the ground for the disposal of untreated, water-carried
sewage into a subsurface stratum.

Section 2. Subsection (b), Section 5, Chapter 178, Acts
of the 49th Legislature, 1945 (Subsection (b), Section 5,
Article 4477-1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes) is amended to read
as follows:

"Section 5. '(b) All effluent from septic tanks hereafter
constructed shall be disposed of through a subsurface drainage
field designed in accordance with good public health engineering
practice or any othef method approved by the State Department of
Health or the local Health Officer. No cesspool shall be con-
structed or maintained without written approval of the local
Health Officer.

Section 3. The importance of this legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendar in both houses create an emer-
gency and an imperative public necessity that the Constitutional
Rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each
house be suspended, and the Rule is hereby suspended; and that
this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage,

and it is so enacted.
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